F8 [ TRAVEL

DESTINATIONS

BREAKING NEWS: VANCOUVERSUN.COM

5 must-see off-track locations
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4. KYRGYZSTAN:

It's time we leave the beaches behind
... well, the tropical ones anyway.
Kyrgyzstan is a landlocked nation in
the former-soviet region known as
Central Asia. Before you let the “stan”
suffix scare you, you should know that
Kyrgyzstan is nothing like Afghanistan
or Pakistan. It is very safe to travel here,
you will be given a free travel-visa on
arrival (unlike any of its neighbouring
countries) and you'll be treated like an
honoured guest for the entire duration
of your stay.

You don't have to completely give

up on your vacation beach dreams
either. Issyk Kul is a heated, endorheic
alpine lake at 1,600 metres above sea
level and it is absolutely breathtaking.
Put on your bathing suit and enjoy

a refreshing swim with a view of the
snow-capped Tian Shan mountains as
a backdrop.

After you're done soaking in the high
altitude sun, you can head into the

mountains for some amazing treks. The
hike from Karakul to Altyn Arashan is
exhilarating, exhausting and brilliantly
scenic. You'll pass by the powder-blue
Ala-kul lake at 3,560 metres before hik-
ing up another few hundred metres
over the Ala-kul pass, where you'll
enjoy magnificent views of the jagged
mountain ranges and deserted valleys
in all directions. You'll finish the trek in a
small town called Altyn Arashan where
you can soak in a steamy natural hot
spring and let your muscles rest after
your marvellous accomplishment. You
don't get rewards like this from a beach
holiday!

If trekking by foot isn't your thing,

you can hire a horse and let it do all

of the work for you. Horse trekking in
Kyrgyzstan is very popular and a must-
do during your trip. The journey from
the tiny town of Kochkor to Lake Song-
Kul is fantastic, with two night’s spent
in warm, authentic felt yurts along the
way!

5. MONGOLIA:

Our final stop on this intrepid travel
journey takes us to a land of endless
sky and the nation of nomadic horse-
men. None of the above countries can
match Mongolia for its sheer beauty
and pristine, empty countryside.
Picture brilliantly green hills, rolling on
for miles into the horizon and not a
soul around. You can hire a guide and
a horse to take you into the deserted
steppe, or you can simply trek there
yourself. Despite the fact that this is
one of the least populated regions

on our planet, there always seems to
be a curious and friendly Mongolian
around to help. Lace up your hiking (or
your riding) boots and just venture out
into the vast open steppe.

The land here is owned by the Crown,
meaning you can camp anywhere and
everywhere. Go for a trek and pitch
your tent wherever you like, and if

you love fishing, you're in for a massive
treat. Mongolia is home to the hugo

Mozambique offers gorgeous white beaches.

3. MOZAMBIQUE:

Ok Vancouverites, we know you're read-
ing this and looking out the window

at a grey rainy day, so let’s get back

to the beautiful beaches shall we?
Mozambique is one of the most under-
rated beach destinations we can think
of, and if you head to the far north

of the country, you'll see countless
idyllic islands rimmed by palm trees,
turquoise water and sand as white as
snow. Seeing such bliss will make you
wonder why more people don’t know
about this holiday utopia. And don't
worry, there are cheap, good quality
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15 Day Island Hopping Tour

Athens, Santorini, Mykonos, Paros
DEPART ANY DAY BETWEEN APR 01 - MAY 21, 2015

Airf $ .
iriare per person
w3 ¥1,595:

11 Days/9 Nights Guided Tour

5-Star Accomodations & River Cruise
DEPARTS APR 16, 2015

hotel rooms to be had and you can fly
domestically in Mozambique relatively
cheaply.

This is not always an easy place to trav-
el, but the people are friendly and they
will help you any way they can. Imagine
mixing your beach holiday with a trip
to a local African village. Meet children
who have little, but feel as though they
have it all. You'll be touched by their
giant smiles and their love for their
country. This is Mozambique and it is
the real Africa. Get in the mix of it and
explore, it can offer you the adventure
of a lifetime.
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taimen which can grow to over 6 feet in
length, making them one of the largest
river fish in the world. Bring your fly rod
and hook into one of these enormous
beasts, but make sure you catch and
release as they are a highly protected
species. Other fish in the rivers, such as
lenok and grayling, could keep you sus-
tained on your travels if needed.

If you're not into hiking alone in the
countryside and fishing for food,

you can simply take buses or mini-
vans between major destinations in
Mongolia and while they aren’t the
most comfortable way to travel, they'll
give you plenty of stories to tell when
you return home. Add these tales to
others about meeting local nomads
and spending a night in their family
ger (yurt), getting drunk on fermented
mare’s milk, learning about Tibetan
Buddhism and sleeping under a sky of
countless stars. Mongolia is an adven-
ture waiting to happen.

The Time To Go Is Now!

Veering off of the well-trodden
tourist trail may seem intimidating
at first, but once you arrive at these
fabulously foreign destinations,
you'll soon realize that there’s actu-
ally quite a bit of tourism infrastruc-
ture in place. You'll have no problem
finding hotels, booking flights, plan-
ning bus rides and eating at restau-
rants. There are just enough fellow
travellers around to make your visit
easy and comfortable. You're never

alone in the travel world and even
if there aren’t any other travellers

* per parson
$ +$480 air taxes
+$130 entry visa fee

+$150 prepaid tips
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12 Days Explore North & South

Dublin, Killarney, Belfast, Derry, Galway,
Donegal, Strangford & many more!
DEPARTS MAY 12, JUNE 16, AUG 18, SEP 22

Includes Taxes & Feos
Alrfare Not Included
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Classic Desert Vacation Rentals & Realty

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom
Condos or Homes
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Toll Free 1-877-827-3529
www.classicdesert.com
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g=g Guaranteed Departures | Tour Escort from Vancouver
2 For 1 Special
China Yangtze 16 Days Deluxe Tour (TFOS)
Shanghai, Suzhou, Zhujiajiao ( Water Village ),
Yangtze River Cruise, Chongqing, Xian, Beijing
Mar 18, 25,30, Apr01,08,15, May 04, 06,11, Jun 03,
Sep 07,09, 16,23, Oct07,14,21,28, Nov 04
China Yangtze Spectacular + Chongqing + Guilin 19 Days (YYA)
China Yangtze + Chonggqing + Tibet Adventure 21 Days (YTC)

Apr 01, May 06, Sep 07, Oct 19, 21
India 14 Days Deluxe Tour (ICE)
Delhi, Jaipur, Agra, Jhansi, Orchha, Khajuraho, Varanasi

Depart: Feb 23, 2015

* Senior Discount C$25.00 pp

% Early Bird Discount C$100

% 5 Star Hotel

% 5§ Star Yangtze Cruise — MV President No 7/8

Book through your travel agent or call
Toll Free: 1-866-388-1188 www.chinastarholiday.com

To advertise in this Directory, contact Tracy Catterall at 604-605-2489 tcatterall@sunprovince.com OR
Jenny Fairley at 604-605-2662 jfairley @sunprovince.com

around, the local people of these
five off-track countries will welcome
you in and treat you just like family.
What are you waiting for? Get out
there and explore!

Nick Wharton and Dariece Swift run the
Canadian travel blog GoatsOnTheRoad.com

SULLIVAN PROPERTIES INC.

West Maui’s
Affordable Condos

1,2,3 Bedroom Rentals

1-800-332-1238
www.MauiResorts.com

Vancouver to Sydney cruise

Dave Frinton

co-founder/
President

CruisePlus

appy New Year! I hope you
H had a wonderful holiday sea-

son and if you haven’t spent
your life’s savings on gifts, then now
is the time to save on cruises! One ter-
rific offer is on September 29th. You
will board the gorgeous and elegant
ms Noordam for 25 nights with ports
in Astoria, San Diego, Hilo, Honolulu,
Samoa, Fiji (2 stops), New Caledonia
and then into Sydney. For $4999 CAD
pp (based on 2 sharing) you will receive
a desirable high category balcony state-
room, a $100 per stateroom onboard
credit, 2 nights in a four star hotel in
Sydney, your air back to Vancouver and
all taxes. Other categories are available
too. If you're interested in extending
your cruise for another 14 days you can
add a very nice itinerary on to Auckland

— please ask us for details. If you
are itching to go sooner, the ms
Oosterdam still has space on its
April sailings from Auckland or
Sydney up to Vancouver.

We also have some very

special deals on early 14 day .

roundtrip Vancouver and Se-
attle Alaska sailings. Best prices
are balcony staterooms on the
ms Oosterdam departing Van-
couver on May 10 or 24 and well lo-
cated oceanview staterooms on the ms
Zaandam sailings on May 17 or 31. The
ms Statendam does a more interesting
itinerary out of Seattle on May 18 and
June 1. There are also plenty of 7 day
itineraries and many land tour options.
Alaska is selling well for 2015, so don’t
wait too long. We will save you money
on any sailing throughout the season!

I just got back from our top produc-
ers cruise with Holland America. I was
very impressed on the new vision of the
cruise line — elegance with a bit more
hip. The shows were lively, the music
at BB Kings (which is on some ships)
was such a great place to dance and they

Big Agency Deals...Small Agency Feel

/—\_/
CruisePlus.ca

1-800-854-9664
cruiseplus.ca

New bookings only. Prices are per person based on 2 sharing and subject to
availability at the time of booking. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPA #3325-0
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Worry-Free Escorted Group Tours & Cruises Q .

SENIOR TOURS CANADA

A Signature of Excellence

Our value-added prices include:

* All flights * Carefully chosen accomodation

y : * Most meals ¢ Plenty of included touring

* All taxes ° All tipping * Health and cancellation insurance
* Round-trip transportation between home & the airport!

SPAIN & PORTUGAL-ALL INCLUSIVE
16 Days * Winter Departures

PALM SPRINGS & SAN DIEGO

15 days * Winter Departures

are really making their food venues top
notch. Bottom line, they will appeal to
a broader range of individual and fam-
ily cruisers while also enhancing their
“premium” touches. I've sailed over 60
times with them, and I noticed some
significant improvements making the
value for what you get compared to oth-
er lines even better. Their new addition,
the ms Koningsdam, set to launch in
early 2016, may just be the nicest mid
sized (around 2600 passengers) ship at
sea. It’s already booking very well.
Please call CruisePlus at 604-925-
3333 or toll free at 1-800-854-9664
for more information on any cruise —all
of which can be packaged with air and
hotel should you prefer that option. We
have noticeably better pricing plus su-
perb advice & service from our team of
non-commissioned travel consultants.
For the first look at our deals, please
remember to sign up for our emails at

www.cruiseplus.ca

A week on the Costa Del Sol
plus a week in Portugal’s
Algarve. Includes Air France

flights, 1st class accommodation,
3 meals daily, all alcoholic and
non-alcoholic beverages, many
tours included in each country.

From $4587 CDN p.p. dbl.

Reg#2160711

The Leader in Tours for the 50+ Traveller

Call for a free brochure
604-647-0100 or 1-800-268-3492 « www.seniortours.ca
160 - 1333 West Broadway * Vancouver V6B 4C1

1 week in Palm Springs plus

1 week in San Diego. Includes
Air Canada flights, first class
accommodation, breakfast
daily, 10 dinners, 2 lunches
and plenty of touring and
attractions.

$3497 CDN p.p. dbl.




